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2022 Board Members 
PRESIDENT  Ginny Ruskuski 
1st VP Alison Nelson 
2nd VP  Deb Gilman 
RECORDING SEC Deb Hardman 
CORRESPON. SEC  Judy Fortner 
TREASURER  Robin Wallen 
BOARD  Sheila Garbecki 
BOARD  Juli Wilkison 
BOARD  Colleen Whalen  
BOARD Christine Peterson 
Email Distribut - Judith Solano  
Facebook - Ginny Ruskuski 
Membership - Colleen Whalen 
K9 Website - Alison Nelson 
K9 Web Calendar – C. Whalen 

 
Full Members 

New Provisional Members 

Patricia & Michael Friedman, 
Frank and Katherine Nichols, 
Samantha Giacalone, Jacklyn 
Payne, Jamie Simpson, 
Keeley Browder 

From the President’s Desk 

Our spring trials are scheduled for May 6 & 7 and, as always, 
we need stewards. No experience necessary! Stewarding 
means assisting the judge and is the best way to learn about 
Obedience and Rally Ring procedure. You can learn a lot and 
maybe make some new friends at the (free) lunch table. 
(And did you know stewards get some free Raffle tickets?) 
Please call Deb Gilman to get on the stewarding schedule, 
610-597-5454. Thanks! 
 
Speaking of the raffle (“Basket Drawing”), we have so much 
stuff from my begging letter that went out for the 
November trials that we have plenty. But, if you’re inclined 
to be generous, we can always use high-quality treats and 
toys to finish up the baskets and make them more inviting. 
Just sayin’. If you’d like to donate text me at 904-661-8999. 
 
Our next general meeting will be April 20th at 7:00pm and 
feature a presentation from Maggie Marshall about canine 
aggression. Whose dog hasn’t displayed some temper at us 
or other dogs? This is a fascinating subject that I’m sure we 
can all learn more about no matter how experienced we 
are. Read more about Maggie and her qualifications in this 
newsletter. 
K-9’s next Show-n-go will be Sunday, April 16 from 9am to 
noon. Why not come out and get your feet wet in the ring?  
I hope to see you there. - Ginny 
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Training Director's Report April 2023 
 
K-9 class schedule for April and May will include Rally, STAR Puppy and Family 
Dog. Mark your calendars if these classes are of interest to you. While the 
summer heat reduces the class offerings, several members meet at the club 
on their own in the cool morning or evening and train together. Call a 
member friend and plan to help each other work on the skills you have 
learned during this year's wonderful opportunities. A full class schedule will 
start up in September and I will announce the offerings in August. We will 
have more instructors and hopefully some new classes added.  
 
What would YOU like to have a class in? Let me know. I am open to 
suggestions from members! 
 
The April 20 General Meeting will have a very interesting presentation from 
Maggie Marshall, a certified canine behaviorist. The meeting starts at 7:00 PM 
at K-9. If you are a provisional member, be sure to mark your calendars and 
attend to get a signature on your provisional requirement card. (General 
Meetings are held every other month.) 
 
Entries for the K-9 Obedience and Rally Trials May 6 & 7 in Daytona Beach 
close April 19. If you are entered, you are hopefully having fun putting the 
finishing touches on your training. But as a word of caution, don't wait until 
the last minute to enter! This show is sure to fill, and it might fill early! 
 
If you aren't showing both days, please consider volunteering. 
Deb Gilman is working to fill 20 steward volunteers each day for the May 6 & 
7 trials. You can work one or both days and your lunch is provided. You've 
heard it several times—This is the best opportunity to learn about your sport 
of choice! I hope you will volunteer.  
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Trial Awards Donations 

 
If you would like to support the K-9 Obedience and Rally Trials for May 6 & 7, 
2023, consider contributing to the awards fund. K-9 gives many ribbons, 
trophies, and rosettes, for first through fourth placements, special rosettes 
for outstanding achievement categories and even cash prizes for the high 
scoring dogs in four categories.  
 
Donations are greatly appreciated for the awards! You can donate and remain 
anonymous or select a specific award as a sponsor. If you would like to 
sponsor an award, please email Alison Nelson to arrange the sponsorship. 
Email anelsonphs@yahoo.com 
 
Donations are accepted in any amount and can be sent to K-9 treasurer Robin 
Wallen, 4031 Clearwater Lane, Jacksonville, 32223 

     

mailto:anelsonphs@yahoo.com
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SAVE THE DATE NEXT  

GENERAL MEETING SPEAKER 

Certified Canine Behavior Consultant, Maggie Marshall will be our speaker at 
our next general membership meeting on Thursday, April 20th from 7:00 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Dress accordingly as we will meet under our large pavilion. 

NO DOGS at this event. Please leave your dog at home. 

Maggie will discuss some of the following topics:  
 

1. How arousal levels affect the brain and behavior 

2. How to help a high-performance dog learn to relax 

3. How to balance the performance and the home life 

Maggie Marshall is the owner and operator of Maggie Marshall Dog Training. 
Maggie has three certifications: ABCDT, CPDT-KA, CCBC-KA. One of only 402 
people in the world to hold a Certification of Canine Behavior Consultant. She 
has over 500 hours of specialized training in fear and aggression, as well as 
expertise guiding people through tough decisions concerning dogs. 
Completed the most comprehensive aggression course in the world: 
Aggression in Dogs Master Course.  Her website is 
https://maggiedogtraining.com/ 
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In Memoriam 

Dianne Strickland lost her beloved SAXON. 
7/4/11 - 3/23/23 

 

 
Our thoughts go out to Dianne for her loss. 

  



K9 Tails April 2023 Newsletter 
 

6 
 

 
K9 OBEDIENCE TRIALS IN DAYTONA BEACH ARE 

ALMOST HERE! 
 
Volunteers needed for May 6,7 2023 Trials in Daytona. No experience 
necessary, judges will provide training.  We need stewards to commit to a full 
day. You can get 6 to 8 volunteer hours in one shot! 
 
If you are competing, you can volunteer for early set up or stay Sunday 
afternoon for clean-up. We get a deposit refund if we leave the place as clean 
as we found it. 
  
For those new to obedience, it’s a great way to watch and learn as you help 
the judges. It often gives people the bug to get themselves and their pal in the 
ring. Times goes fast watching everyone compete.  
  
Please consider helping your club. It is what we make it. If you have questions, 
feel free to contact me at 610-597-5454 or debgilman10@gmail.com 
  

 

mailto:debgilman10@gmail.com
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HOUSE PLANT THAT ARE TOXIC FOR YOUR DOGS 
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“Barks and Brags” 
 

 

Greater Ocala Dog Club 3/5/23 
 
Judge Aimee Kincaid poses with 
Coco, Rex, and Alison Nelson.   
Each dog earned 2 Rally Triple 
Qualifying legs--that is a total of 6 
runs per dog at the outdoor show 
in a grassy field.  In spite of the 
sunny, nearly 90-degree day, Coco 
also won High Combined and High 
Triple Q in Trial 2.  Altogether, Rex 
and Coco (aka Batman and Robin) 
held up to the day's challenges 
quite nicely!" 

 
 
 

 
 
Boca Raton Dog Club March 
18-19 
 
 
Rhonda Taylor’s  Doberman 
Pinscher Bowie won his 
Championship Conformation 
title.  He’s only 15 months 
old. BARKS  
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BARKS and BRAGS Continued 
  
Greater Dog Fanciers' 
Association show in Ocala, FL, 
January, 2023 
 
Susan’ Poole’s Abby earning 
her Championship title in 
conformation 

 
Florida Hunting Retriever 
Club in Montverde, FL, Feb. 
2023 
 
Abby is Susan Poole’s 3-year-
old flat-coated retriever and 
recently earned her and 
Started Hunting Retriever 
title in HRC Hunt test.     
I'm proud of her 
accomplishments!   
CH SHR Amarden in No Time 
Flat, WC JH CD RE CGC TKN 
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NEW PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

Frank and Katherine Nichols have had Cocker 
Spaniels for many years. Mostly rescue dogs from 
people who did not understand the breed. Bond is 
the 1st puppy we have had in over 35 years. He is 
our only dog right now.  He is a puppy full of 
energy. He just turned 6 months old last week. 
Goes at full speed all day and night. The Star 
puppy class at K9 obedience club is just the 
beginning of their journey to having the perfect 
family dog. They also have 3 feral cats that hang 
around, that Frank trapped neutered and released 
as part of the TNR program available free to 
Jacksonville residents.  

 
Bond Nichols 

 

 

My name is Samantha (Sam) Giacalone 
and my dogs are Nellie (8-year-old 
Aussie), Mango (3-year-old Aussie) and 
Peach (2-year-old GSP). My dogs and I 
are all very active in various dog sports 
and love 
participating in group classes to better our 
skills. Nellie’s focus is on agility while 
Mango &amp; Peach’s focus is on 
Obedience, Rally, and Agility. We have 
also recently discovered nose work and 
are enjoying learning about this sport. 
Before moving to Florida from Washington 
state with my husband and the US Navy, I 
spent 8 years working as a kennel 
assistant, veterinary assistant, then 
veterinary technician in multiple small 
animal hospitals. Once in Jacksonville, I 
turned my focus to becoming a Certified 
Professional Dog Trainer. I am 
a CPDT-KA, Fear Free Certified 
Professional (both as veterinary staff and 
trainer), and an AKC Canine Good Citizen 
Evaluator. I now operate a small boarding 
kennel at my home that is perfect for any 
social dogs who enjoy playing outside with 
friends. As a dog owner and trainer, I 
enjoy helping dogs and their owners find 
skills and sports that better their lives 

together. 
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NEW PROVISIONAL MEMBERS Cont’d 

Keeley Browder is a long time 
Floridian who is not new to dog 
ownership but is new to the world 
of dog training past the basics. 
She and her husband have 3 
grown children and 2 poodles - 
Mozart (male): 13.5 years and 
enjoying retirement, and Posy 
(female):  7 months and enjoying 
lots of classes at the club.  She is 
looking forward to meeting all of 
you and learning from the vast 
experience the other members 
have to offer.    

 

Jamie Simpson “I always enjoy working 
towards new goals and more fun for my 
Australian Shepherd Echo and Golden 
Retriever Everest. We have been 
enjoying Rally, Obedience, Nose Work, 
Trick Dog, Dock Diving, and Fast Cat 
recently. Dogs have been a big part of my 
life since I was very young. As someone 
with chronic conditions and a task trained 
service dog to mitigate those symptoms, I 
am grateful to grow up into a family with 
organizational service dog and therapy 
dog trainers. I am most thankful that I 
grew up into a family that taught me how 
to love and appreciate dogs. I have a 10-
month-old human baby at home and plan 
to share that same passion with her as 
she grows. Before I solely focused on 
dogs, I was a dancer and gymnast for 15 
years starting at age of 6. I then got my 
bachelors in business strategic marketing 
management that I now use, to work in 
canine marketing with pet brands.” 
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NEW PROVISIONAL MEMBERS Cont’d 

Michael, Patricia, Cassie 
Friedman 
  

We are the Friedman’s who over the years have had a 
menagerie of wonderful animals that we raised with our 
sons and had when our grandchildren arrived. In our 
70’s and retired, our children and grandchildren grown, 
we decided life was too quiet. We adopted a 5-month-old 
F1b goldendoodle and named her Cassie. Life is no 
longer quiet. She is a bundle of energy, bad habits, 
snuggles and sweetness. She is extremely smart, and 
we hope to continue her training and find a sport she 
enjoys. She has a playdate friend in our neighborhood 
and loves going to Dog Town in Mandarin once a week. 
The minute she sees the staff and some of her daycare 
friends, the excitement overwhelms her, and she trots off 
to play and never looks back. We enjoy taking her to 
Losco Park where we can wander trails or walk the park 
(on leash) where she stalks geese, ducks, and squirrels 
and goes from tree to tree sniffing her daily news. 
Thank you for inviting us to join. We have completed one 
class that was very helpful and look forward to enrolling 
her in Advanced Puppy. 
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Gate key was changed on Feb 17.   
 
Your dues need to be up to date 
to get a key. We want the old key 
returned. 
 
Please fill out the forms and 
follow the instructions.  Any 
questions contact Ginny Ruskuski 

 

K9 CLEAN UP DAY 
 
April 23 from 9 to noon.   
Great way to earn volunteer 
hours. 
 
Contact Debbie Gilman for 
more details 
(debgilman10@gmail.com) 
or 
 610-597-5454  

 

     

mailto:debgilman10@gmail.com
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UPCOMING FLORIDA TRIALS 
 

April 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

01-02 O Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando Mar 15 S Sherman, JM Charest, R 
Cox, CA Boyles 

04-05 RLY, O Mini Pinscher Club of Amer Orlando Mar 15 DP Neufeld 

08-09 RLY,O Greater Orange Park Dog Elkton Mar 22 CA Klein, L Pinnell 

08-09 RLY,O Dog Training Club of Tampa Tampa Mar 31 K Kozak, L Currey 

29-30 RLY Obedience Training Club Lake Park  Apr 12 BJ Crim Critelli, J Rogers 

29-30 O Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland Apr 12 PPP, RH Knight, CA Knight 
 

May 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

06-07 RLY,O K-9 Obedience Club Daytona Bch April 19 J Rogers, CA Knight, RH 
Knight, N Heidt 

06-07 RLY,O Dog Training Club  St Petersburg Apr 21 TG McCall, C Mett 

13-14 RLY Indian River Dog Train Club Palm Bay Apr 26 BJC Critelli, J Valentovich 

20-21 RLY Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland  May 03 L Currey, E McCarthy 

27-28 O Miami Obedience Club Lake Park May 10 L Seeley, RE Seeley 

 

June 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

02-04 O,RLY Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando May 17 CA Boyles, K Kincaid, AP 
Kincaid, J Rogers, M 
Becker 

03-04 O,RLY Tallahassee Dog Obed Club Tallahassee May 17 C Tisdale, DP Neufeld, N 
Grimm 

10-11 O Obed Training Club Palm 
Bch 

Lake Park May 24 L Seeley 

16-18 RLY,O St Petersburg Dog Fanciers Tampa May 31 DP Neufeld 

17-18 RLY Marion Alachua Dog 
Training 

Ocala May 31 NE Noonan, E McCarthy 

24-25 O Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland Jun 07 TBA 
 

RLY (Rally), O (Obedience), PO (preferred Obedience), NA (Not yet Approved), TBA (To Be 

Announced) ENA (event not approved), P (pended), PJA (pending judge approval), PPP (Pending 

Panel Processing) 
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K9 Club Events Calendar for April 
 

    

Monday 
1:15 
3:30 pm 
5 pm 
6 pm 
 
7:15 pm 

 
Obed & Rally Skills (3,10,17) 
Obed & Rally Skills (3,10,17,24) 
Rally Advanced 1 (3,10,17,24) 
STAR Puppy (3,10,17,24) 
Rally Advanced 2 (3,10,17,24) 
Advanced Puppy (3,10,17,24) 

Friday 
9:30 AM 
 
11:15 AM 

 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills 
(7,14,21,28) 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills 
(7,14,21,28) 

    

Tuesday 
6 PM 
 
6 PM 
6:30 PM 
7:15 PM 

 
First Tue of the Month – Guide 
Dogs of Northeast Florida 
STAR Puppy (4,11) 
Continuing Nose Work (4,11,18) 
Family Dog (4,11) 

Saturday:  
10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
1:00 PM 
 

 
Family Dog (1,8,15,22,29) 
Family Dog (1,8,15,22,29) 
Canine Good Citizen (15,22,29) 
 

    

Wednesday 
8 -10 AM 
1:30 PM 
6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
 
7:00 PM 

 
Obedience folks train together 
Obed & Rally Skills (5,12,19,26) 
Advanced Puppy 2 (5,12,19,26) 
Competition nose work off 
campus (5,12,19,26) 
Conformation Drop In’s 

Sunday 
8-10 AM 
 

 
Obedience folks meet to train 
 

   

Thursday 
5 pm 
6:30pm 
2nd Thurs  

 
Intro to Nosework 2 (6,13,20,27) 
Intro to Nosework 1 (6,13,20,27) 
K9 Board of Governors Meeting 

 

Please check the K-9 web calendar for any last-minute updates 

 

Dates to 
Remember 
at the K9 Club  

April 5 Passover starts April 20 General Meeting + Speaker 
April 9 Easter April 23 Clean-up Day 
April 13 Board of Directors April 30 CCI Training (closed to members in the afternoon) 
April 16 Show-n-Go  
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K9 Webpage 
For questions or comments related to the K9 
Web pages please contact Alison Nelson at 
anelsonphs@yahoo.com.  Thanks to Alison for 
updating the website. 

Membership Committee 
Any membership questions can be sent to 
Coleen Whalen (K9Whalen@comcast.net) 
 

Sunshine Committee 
Sheila Garbecki oversees the “Sunshine 
Committee”.  If you know of a member in 
need of “cheering up” or “well wishes” from 
the club, please contact Sheila at 
sbgarb1@yahoo.com.   

Building and Grounds  
If you see something that needs cleaning or 
repairing please let Debbie Gilman know 
about it by text 610-597-5454 or email 
debgilman10@gmail.com 

Facebook Page 
Ginny Ruskuski administrates the Facebook 
Page. For issues or additions related to the 
Facebook please email Ginny 
Ruskuski5030@att.net. 

K9 Website Calendar 
Colleen Whalen updates the Calendar on 
the K9 Website. For issues or additions 
related to the calendar please contact 
Colleen at K9Whalen@comcast.net. 

                

Nature’s Miracle 

Clean Sheets 

Program Committee   
Colleen Whalen and Deb hardman are out 
program committee.  If you have 
suggestions for speakers contact with 
Colleen contact Colleen Whalen 
(K9Whalen@comcast.net) or Deb Hardman 
(debhardman1@comcast.net) with 
suggestions. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

Please email any material you would like 
included in the Newsletter to 
petersonchris7@hotmail.com. If not received 
by the 25th of this month it will be included in 
the next issue. 

 

mailto:anelsonphs@yahoo.com
mailto:K9Whalen@comcast.net
mailto:debgilman10@gmail.com
mailto:K9Whalen@comcast.net
mailto:K9Whalen@comcast.net
mailto:debhardman1@comcast.net
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SNEAK PEEK AT THE NEW QUILT 

   

Courtesy of Deb Gilman 

 

 

 


