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2022 Board Members 
PRESIDENT  Ginny Ruskuski 
1st VP Alison Nelson 
2nd VP  Deb Gilman 
RECORDING SEC Deb Hardman 
CORRESPON. SEC  Judy Fortner 
TREASURER  Robin Wallen 
BOARD  Sheila Garbecki 
BOARD  Juli Wilkison 
BOARD  Colleen Whalen  
BOARD Christine Peterson 
Email Distribut - Judith Solano  
Facebook - Ginny Ruskuski 
Membership - Colleen Whalen 
K9 Website - Alison Nelson 
K9 Web Calendar – C. Whalen 

 
New Provisional Members 
Lisa Dodge, Crystal & Andrew 
Garcia, David & Janet English, 
Alaina George, Eileen Isenhower 
Full Membership:   
Carol Lee 

From the President’s Desk 
   September is here and with it the cooling off of high 
temperatures (we hope).    We have a full line-up of classes from 
Star Puppy to Nose Work!  Our deepest thanks to those who 
stepped up to instruct!    
   Rachel Flatley is scheduled to return in October and December 
with more  wonderful educational opportunities for those 
wanting to participate in Obedience and Rally trials.  She will 
also be giving a course geared to beginners who haven’t taken a 
course from her before.   I believe there are openings left in both 
groups so don’t let this opportunity slip away!  (Call Alison 
Nelson for details –  904 495 8721.)  
    Our Obedience and Rally trials will be held November 12 and 
13 in Daytona and, as always, we need stewards.  Stewarding 
consists of helping the judge in the Obedience or Rally ring and  
it’s one of the best ways I can think of for learning the sport.  It’s 
also a great way to make friends within the club.  No experience 
is necessary; the judge will tell you exactly what he wants you to 
do.   I urge you to say, “yes,” for at least one day of volunteering 
when asked.  BTW, there is a special rate for exhibitors of 
$139.00 per night at Country Inn and Suites in Port Orange.  The 
information will be in the Premium  but if you want to get a 
jump on it…  
    Thank you to all of you who came to our August General 
meeting and brought plants!  It was especially fun to see some 
new faces and all the plants.    The next General meeting will be 
October 20th at 7PM.    
- Ginny 
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IT’S K9 SHOW TIME IN DAYTONA BEACH! 

    
Trial Stewards Needed November 12 & 13 

in Daytona Beach 
 
Please let me know if you can steward one or both days at the Trials 
and what class is your preference to help.  Lunch will be provided!  This 
is a great chance to see some wonderful teams in action, visit with K-9 
friends, talk dogs, and earn annual member volunteer hours!  Sign up 
with anelsonphs@yahoo.com 
 

  



K9 Tails September 2022 Newsletter 
 

3 
 

September’s Training Director’s Report 
 
K-9 has a full roster of classes to start September 2022 with plans for additional 
offerings as the season gets rolling.  
 
"Household" classes for puppies through CGC will be offered and "Dogsport" 
classes are offered for Obedience, Rally, and Nose Work.   
 
Eleven K-9 members are volunteering their time to instruct the classes and six 
members have volunteered to assist the classes.   
 
We have structured the classes so that there is a progression for students to 
advance their training.  Check out the website "Class Schedule" page to see 
what classes are being offered.   https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/class-
schedule.html 
 
We hope you will find something of interest and enroll.  If there's a class you 
would like to see offered let me know.  If you have questions contact 
anelsonphs@yahoo.com  
 
Also, if you are interested in becoming an instructor, we have steps to follow 
that start with becoming an assistant.  Assisting is fun and rewarding- it permits 
our classes to reach more people.  Members receive volunteer hours toward 
their 8-hour annual requirement!   
 
 
 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY!!! 
 

Rachel Flatley returns to K-9 on October 9 and December 4 to present another 
Obedience and Rally Skills Seminar.  There are still open spots for seasoned 
trainers and beginners.  Registration information is on the website page 
"Seminars."   There are unlimited audit spots. 
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August General Meeting 

 
Clockwise starting at the left 

Erika Wilson, Ginny Ruskuski, Deb Hardman, Jean Coker, Tanja McCoy, 
Rebecca Grinsell, friend of Rebecca G, Eileen Isenhower, Judy Fortner 

and Sheila Garbecki 

It turned out to be 
a fun but stormy 
night for those 
who braved the 
thunder and rain.  
We filled 2 rooms 
in the club house 
with new and old 
members at the 
general meeting.  
Ginny R kindly 
supplied donut 
holes and mini 
cinnamon rolls. 

 

 
 
 

There were lots of 
plants supplied by 
members for the 
plant swap.  The 
varieties ranged 

from outdoor 
plants to house 
plants.  No one 

went home empty 
handed. 
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August Cleanup 
This past Sunday 
August 28,2022, a 
group met at the 
club for a clean-up 
session. Classes will 
be starting soon 
and we wanted our 
club to be a place 
you want to come 
to. It is hard to keep 
an outdoor setting 
free of dirt and 
leaves but we try!   

 

  
Everyone that came Sunday will receive 2 tickets 
for the quilt raffle in December. 

A special thanks goes out to 
our members that came 
and worked diligently to 
make the equipment 
sparkle as much as is 
possible. Everyone worked 
very hard but we did not 
accomplish everything on 
our list. We could have 
used a few more people. 
Sunday’s team was 
comprised of: Alison 
Nelson, Judy Fortner, Ben 
Bond, Jean Coker, Robin 
Wallen and Carol 
Fitzsimmons.  

If you haven’t volunteered for a clean-up day in a while, give it a try next time. We 
have a good time working side by side with our club buddies.   Deb Gilman 
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FANS, LIGHTS, SHOES, LOCKS--oh my!!  
 

     
 
Always double check that PAVILION FANS and LIGHTS are turned off when 
you leave--THIS INCLUDES THE BATHROOMS.  K-9 has strategically located 
automatic LED security lights to light your walk to the car.  When leaving, 
always check that you have locked the gate to the grounds. 
Remember that ALL visitors to K-9 for any reason--meetings, seminars, 
classes, training--are required to wear close toe shoes for their safety and 
K-9's liability. No flip flops!!! 
 
Keep the feet on the agility fences side by side-do not overlap.  When the 
gates blow over, if they are overlapped, the gates tangle and breakage 
occurs.  Likewise, keep the agility gates 6 feet from the Pavilion 
floor.  Again, when they blow over, if they are too close to the pavilion, they 
crash into the flexible ring gating and breakage results. 
 
Members are welcome to leave a crate for their dog at K-9.  Please keep the 
crate clean and labeled with your name.   K-9 belongs to the members, and 
it is hoped that every member will treat this fabulous facility like their 
own.  All routine clean-up is done by member volunteers, so pitch in!  One 
person alone cannot keep K-9 in tiptop shape; it's too big.  But with every 
member's support, we can keep the place shaped up.  You can help by 
picking up litter if you see it, sweeping up a pile of leaves if they are 
accumulated, straightening up and stacking scattered chairs if they are left 
in the aisles.   
This is your club, it is hoped you will help take care of it.  – Alison Nelson 
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HELP NEEDED!! 

Organizers of September 18 "Show 'N Go" are asking for volunteers to help set up 
a photo backdrop for anyone to use free of charge during the Show N Go from 
10:00-12:00.   

Needed are fall decorations and people to help set up an artistic arrangement of 
the decor.  The backdrop will be subject to the weather cooperating.   

If you would like to earn volunteer hours or a signature on your provisional card, 
email Erika Wilson at  erika@hamilton.net  for details to help out with a project 
that everyone can enjoy this fall. 
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THE 
CANINE LEARNING 

CORNER 

  

Did you know? 
Dogs Think In Smells 

 

Dogs literally think in smells, which is why they need to 
sniff everything they see. "Dogs have 300 million scent 
receptors in their noses. By sniffing five to 10 times a 
second, dogs are able to flood these scent receptors and 
create a whole other worldly dimension, which is smell," 
says Dr. Wendy Hauser, AVP, of Veterinary Relations. 
"Dogs need to be allowed to experience this dimension, 
as it is part of their evolutionary make-up. The next time 
you take your dog for a walk, let them set the pace so 
that they can live fully in the moment." 

 
Wet Noses have a purpose 

Dogs have wet noses because it helps to absorb 
scent chemicals "  Exhaled air is released 
through the slits in the side of the nose so that 
outgoing air doesn't dilute new scents coming in 
through the nostrils. The slits make it possible to 
give the dog a steady stream of air spanning 
several respiratory cycles 

Dogs can detect cancer 

 

Dogs can be trained to  detect cancer and other 
diseases in humans. Cancerous cells release 
different metabolic waste products than healthy 
cells in the human body. Dogs may even be able 
to sniff out cancer cells simply through smelling 
someone’s breath. 
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“Barks and Brags” 
Recent Trial Updates 

Mid-FL Golden Retriever Club at 
Daytona Beach   Aug 14, 2022 
 
 
Alison Nelson’s (Sheltie) Coco 
Graduate Open Obedience title  
(Lab) Rex Companion Dog Excellent 
title 
Both 1st place title runs  
 
 

  
 Coco and Rex Nelson 

 
Mid-FL Golden Retriever Club at Daytona 
Beach   Aug 14, 2022 
 
Sheila Garbecki’s Dannica was amazing 
again.  
She took home three 100 scores and two 
4th places and she qualified in all 6 
events.  
She received her official certificates 
showing she earned her RAE (Rally 
Advanced Excellent) Title and her RM 
(Rally Master title) in July 2022 

  
 Dannica Garbecki 
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UPCOMING FLORIDA TRIALS 
September 2022 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 
03-04 RLY Austral Shep Club Cent FL Lakeland Aug 24 BJ Crim Critelli 
04 O Dog Training Club of St 

Petersburg 
St Petersburg Aug 17 CS Wray, CM Maurer, D 

Maurer 
05 O Tampa Bay Area Shet Sheep  St. Petersburg Aug 17 K Kincaid, AP Kincaid 
10-11 RLY Indian River Dog Train Club Palm Bay FL Aug 24 N Heidt, K Hazelet 
17-18 RLY Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland, FL Aug 31 NJ Watson, DP Neufeld 
23-25 RLY Marion Alachua Dog 

Training Assoc 
Ocala, FL Sep 07 BJC Critelli, E McCarthy, J 

Kern 
24-25 O Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando Sep 07 L Currey, C Riback, L 

Pinnell, E McCarthy 
 

October 2022 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 
01-02 RLY Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando  Sep 14 R Botelho, PM Young 
01-02 O Australian Shepherd Club of 

Central Fl 
Lakeland Sep 21 J Kern, AP Kinkaid 

01-02 RLY Dog Obedience Club of 
Hollywood, Inc 

Davie  Sep 21 CA Klein 

13-15 O,RLY, 
PO 

German Shepherd Dog Club Ocala Sep 22 J Caputa, KA Cook, R Cox 

21-23 RLY Sarasota Obed Train Club Myakka City Oct 14 R Hornfisher, BJC Critelli 
22-23 O Jupiter-Tequesta Dog Club Jupiter Oct 05 L Seeley 
22-23 O Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland Oct 05 RH Knight, CA Knight, ENA 
29-30 RLY, O Brevard Cty Dog Train Club Daytona Bch Oct 12 ENA 
29-30 RLY, O Dog Training Club of Tampa Tampa Oct 21 NE Noonan, J Kern 

 

November 2022 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 
05 RLY Lake Eustis Kennel Club Ocala Oct 19 L Currey, NJ Watson 
11-12 RLY Ochlockonee River Kennel Monticello Oct 26 K Hazelet 
12-13 RLY Indian River Dog Training  Palm Bay Oct 26 PM Young, RE Millar 
12-13 RLY, O K-9 Obedience Club of JAX Daytona Oct 26 NE Noonan, L Seeley, RE 

Seeley, L Mills 
12  O Obedience Training Club Lake Park Oct 26 O Chever 
17-18 O Seminole Dog Fanciers Assoc Ocala Nov 2 TBA 
19-20 RLY Obed Train Club Palm Bch Ct Lake Park Nov 02 ENA 
19-20 O, RLY Greater Ocala Dog Club Ocala Nov 02 AS Albert, L Pinnell 

 
RLY (Rally), O (Obedience), PO (preferred Obedience), NA (Not yet Approved, TBA (To Be Announced) 
RLY (Rally); O (Obedience); ENA (event not approved), P (pended), PJA (pending judge approval) 
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K9 Club Events Calendar for September 
 

    
Monday 
6 pm 
7:15 pm 

 
STAR Puppy (12, 19, 26) 
Advanced Puppy (12, 19, 26) 

Friday 
9:30 AM 
11:15 AM 

 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills (9, 16, 
23, 30) 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills (9, 16, 
23, 30) 

    
Tuesday 
6 PM 
 
6 PM 
7:15 PM 

 
First Tue of the Month – Guide 
Dogs of Northeast Florida 
STAR Puppy (6, 13, 20, 27) 
Advanced Puppy (6, 13, 20, 27) 

Saturday:  
9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
11:30 AM 
 

 
Family Dog (10, 17, 24) 
Obed & Rally Skills (10, 17, 24) 
Family Dog (10, 17, 24) 

    
Wednesday 
8 -10 AM 
9:00 AM 
7:00 PM 
8:15 
 

 
Obedience folks train together 
Family Dog (7, 14, 21, 28) 
Conformation Drop Ins 
STAR Puppy (7, 14, 21, 28) 

Sunday 
8-10 AM 
 

 
Obedience folks meet to train 
 

   
Thursday 
5:30 pm 
2nd Thurs  
 

 
Intro to Nose work (15, 22, 29) 
K9 Board of Governors Meeting 
 

 

Please check the k9 web calendar for any last-minute updates 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
at the K9 Club  

September 5 – Labor Day September 18 Show-N-Go 9 – 12pm 

September 15th K9 Board Meeting  
   7 pm 
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K9 Webpage 
Alison Nelson watches over the K9 Website 
(excluding the calendar).   
For questions or comments related to the K9 Web 
pages please contact Alison at 
anelsonphs@yahoo.com.  Thanks to Alison for 
updating the website. 

Membership 
Committee 
Any membership questions can be sent 
to Coleen Whalen 
(K9Whalen@comcast.net) 

K9 Website Calendar 
Colleen Whalen updates the Calendar 
on the K9 Website. For issues or 
additions related to the calendar please 
contact Colleen at 
K9Whalen@comcast.net. 
Thanks to Colleen for keeping this 
updated. 

Sunshine Committee 
Sheila Garbecki oversees the “Sunshine 
Committee”.  If you know of a member in need of 
“cheering up” or “well wishes” from the club, 
please contact Sheila at sbgarb1@yahoo.com.   
Thanks to Shelia for volunteering to serve on this 
committee. 

Facebook Page 
Amy Wiley and Ginny Ruskuski co-administrate 
the Facebook Page. For issues or additions related 
to the calendar please email Amy 
makumshine@bellsouth.net or Ginny 
Ruskuski5030@att.net. 

New Club Email  K9 Email – 
The club is using the email address 
K9obedienceclubjax@gmail.com.  
Please make sure to change in your 
contact the name to “K9 Dog 
Obedience Club” rather than an 
individual’s name 

 

 

Paper towels 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR DEADLINE: 

Please email any material you would like included 
in the Newsletter to petersonchris7@hotmail.com. 
If not received by the 25th of this month it will be 
put in the next issue. 
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VOLUNTEER INCENTIVE 
 

Here’s an update of the quilt by Deb Gilman. 
It’s finished and has been inspected and 

approved by Tugg.   
Isn’t it beautiful!! 

 

 

Volunteer Hours Drawing  
 
The quilt drawing last year 
was not a one-time event. 
 
There is a quilt drawing in 
2022!   
 
So, if you like quilts to keep 
you warm, when the weather 
is for cold, keep an eye on 
the calendar for chances to 
volunteer. 
 
You can get 1 ticket for each 
volunteer session.  If you do 
8 hours in one day you will 
receive 2 tickets.  Don’t 
forget to sign in when you 
volunteer to be counted. 
 
Help the club and get a 
chance to win a quilt. 
Good luck and get 
volunteering!! 

 


