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2022 Board Members 
PRESIDENT  Ginny Ruskuski 
1st VP Alison Nelson 
2nd VP  Deb Gilman 
RECORDING SEC Deb Hardman 
CORRESPON. SEC  Judy Fortner 
TREASURER  Robin Wallen 
BOARD  Sheila Garbecki 
BOARD  Juli Wilkison 
BOARD  Colleen Whalen  
BOARD Christine Peterson 
Email Distribut - Judith Solano  
Facebook - Ginny Ruskuski 
Membership - Colleen Whalen 
K9 Website - Alison Nelson 
K9 Web Calendar – C. Whalen 

 
Full Members 

None 
New Provisional Members 

None 

From the President’s Desk 

Thank you all who braved the very cold weather to come 
out to our Show and Go on January 15th.  Our next Show 
and Go will be held on Sunday, February 26th and will 
hopefully be much warmer. (Fingers crossed!) 
 
The premium for the May trials is scheduled to go out 
February 15th. We will again be having 2 Obedience and 2 
Rally trials each day. This is a great opportunity to volunteer 
and really learn about the sports. If you are willing and able 
email Deb Gilman (debgilman10@gmail.com) 
 
There will be a Nose Work demonstration by Marcia 
Ladendorff on Saturday, February 25th from 
2:00 to 3:00PM. Nose Work is fascinating to watch and I 
hope you’ll “save the date.” 
 
The key will be changed on Friday, February 17 in the 
morning. If you haven’t yet, send me the key form (attached 
to this email), a check if applicable, and a SELF ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE! This applies to all Instructors, Board 
members , Life members, and any full members who wish to 
have a key so they can practice on the grounds. Remember, 
your dues must be up-to –date. 
Wishing you all a productive training month! - Ginny 
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February 2023 Training Director’s Report 
 

January 2023 classes are underway and going full-steam!  K-9 has 18 classes 
currently running and over 100 students being served.  Classes include S.T.A.R. 
Puppy, other puppy household and developmental classes, obedience classes, 
nosework, rally and tricks which are taught by 11 dedicated K-9 volunteer 
members.  A very sincere note of appreciation is due to these individuals and the 
member volunteers that assist the classes.  
 
Classes fund K-9 operations and the importance of having a robust class schedule 
throughout the year cannot be understated.   
 
So, THANK YOU INSTRUCTORS to: Ben Bond, Sheila Garbecki, Becca Grinsell, 
Alaina George, Deb Hardman, Marcia Ladendorff, Ginny Ruskuski, Colleen 
Whalen, Juli Wilkison, and Erika Wilson.    
 
THANK YOU ASSISTANTS to: Carol Fitzsimmons, Deb Gilman, Fran Gorman, Carol 
Lee, Betsy Raiford, Amy Trelford, Julie Schuneman, and Robin Wallen.  Week in 
and week out, this army of volunteers provides instruction without fail!  They are 
amazing!! 
 
Instructing and assisting a class is a very rewarding and fun!  Would you like to 
join the instructional team?  Send me an email and we can discuss your interest 
and find a perfect fit!  We can always use more help! 
 
On a different note, I want to encourage members to have fun training and 
incorporate tricks into a training program.  Tricks build a dog's confidence 
because it's for fun without correction and no expectation of perfection.  Trick 
training can build handler skills to make training fun and informal.   
Happy training everyone,  
- Alison Nelson, Training Director 
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JANUARY SHOW N GO 

 
 

  

 
 

Despite the cold weather we had many people come out to train their dogs at the 
January Show n Go. 

Next Show n Go is February 26th at 9am check the 
website for further details.  
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
Do you enjoy arranging and organizing events?  If so, I'd like to talk to you about 
scheduling and organizing a member activity.   This activity is not a Show N Go, 
but would showcase Rally for members to learn more about the sport.  Rally 
experience is not needed and there are plenty of members with Rally experience 
that will help out. 
Contact Alison Nelson if this is something you’d like to do. 
 

 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to get your 2022 
volunteer cards in so you will 
receive your 2023 class discounts. 
 
Also get a new card for 2023 so 
you can start recording this year’s 
volunteer hours. 

 
 

Did you know that February 22 

February 22 is National Walking the Dog Day! This day combines two of the most 
happy-making things we have in this life: dogs and exercise. Humans love walking 
with their four-legged friends, and pooches love their strolls with their people. 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 

With 6 participants for clean-up day, we accomplished a huge amount of raking and 

bagging of leaves.  Approximately 50 large garbage bags were filled.  We also secured a 

large number of gates with a stronger metal zip tie.  We are doing more as the plastic ones 

break.   

 

Thank you, Debbie Snyder, Silke & Scott Royer, Rhonda Taylor and Christine Peterson.   

 

If you need volunteer hours, contact me and I can put you to work on the zip ties at any 

time.  We have 1000 zip ties in the clubhouse!  

 

Thank you again for all that participated.  Your raffle tickets are in the bucket!  

 

Debbie Gilman 

 

Clean poop area (HaHa) Silke Royer & Rhonda Taylor 
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 Debbie Snyder 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER AT GENERAL MEETING 
 

Our next speaker series will be on the topic of  
Canine Fitness  

to be held on February 16th at our general meeting from 7:00 to 7:30 
p.m. with 

 Ashley Escobar, CCRT, CCFT, CHCPT. 
 
Ashley Escobar has been training dogs and their people for 20 years. She is a 
retired college professor of mathematics and is a Certified Canine Rehabilitation 
Therapist (CCRT), Certified Canine Fitness Trainer (CCFT) as well as a Certified 
Human and Canine Physical Trainer. After working in rehab, I have chosen to 
move into a slightly different area of work, focusing on "prehab" and moving into 
the CCFT world thereby helping handlers strengthen their dogs with injury 
prevention in mind. We will be discussing the importance of "prehab" and what it 
means to sport dogs in specific ideas and ways to build conditioning and fitness 
into your regular training program and why it matters. 
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K9 Nose Work Demonstrations 
 

Saturday, February 25th from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. NO DOGS attend this event. 
Location: K9 Obedience Club of Jacksonville, Inc. 

2638 Powers Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Nose work is a relatively new sport that unleashes your dog’s natural desire to hunt, 
harnessing a dog’s unique ability to identify scent and then to find it. Many people find 
this sport is perfect for shy dogs, those dogs unnerved by new environments, people 
and other dogs. Nose work is designed to reduce dog-on-dog interactions. Dog and 
handler work as a team in environments free of other dogs. Over reactive (not 
aggressive) dogs blossom with nose work, becoming more confident and less distracted. 

Training starts with an introduction to "games" using food or toys as a reward. Dogs 
learn to find three (or four) distinctive scents no matter if the odor is hidden under a car 
or suspended from a tree. For those who want to compete, there are trials where your 
dog can demonstrate their excellence. 

A small group of scent work professionals founded the sport, creating the National 
Association of Canine Scent Work (NACSW). Their mission is "to make the activity and 
sport of K9 Nose Work safe, fun and fair for virtually every dog and dog lover." There is 
no breed discrimination - all may apply! This is a great outlet for dogs with disabilities 
including blindness, hearing loss and mobility challenges. 

Marcia Ladendorff, CNWI is certified by NACSW to instruct dogs at all levels of skill, 
whether the desire is to just have fun or compete. She has been involved in K9 Nose 
Work for 10 years. She has just retired her elderly Irish setter, who was trialing at the 
Elite Division. Now, she's busy training her youngster, who is just beginning her 
competition journey (see below pictures of Mauve in action). She teaches nose work for 
K9 Obedience Club of Jacksonville and also teaches private lessons. 
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“Barks and Brags” 
 

 

Greater Gainesville Dog Fancier 
Assoc Ocala FL – Jan 2023 
 
Diane Brush’s  Beau received a 
conformation Championship. 

 
Eager Pups ORT Jan 15, 2023 
Gainesville FL 
 
Debbie Gilman’s Tugg was a rock 
star for all three odor recognition 
tests in Gainesville.  He got better 
with each test going from 1.51 
seconds to .51 to .41.  We can now 
register for NW1 Trials when we 
feel ready.  Thank you, Marcia, for 
your patient tutelage 
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Barks and Brags Continued 
Daytona Beach OCOD trial 

December 11th 2023 

 

Alison Nelson’s Coco received a 

Rally Master title and Rally 

Advanced Excellent #2 titles 

 
Sheila Garbecki’s Dannica made the 
list to be invited to the AKC Rally 
Nationals in June in Ohio at the 
Championship level. 
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Barks and Brags Continued 
Silke Royer’s Saga earned her RM 
title last year and also became 
2022 Pyrenean Shepherd National 
Specialty Champion in Rally 
Excellence at the National Specialty 
in Perry, GA.  Saga qualified and 
competed at the AKC Rally 
Obedience Nationals held in 
Wilmington Ohio in 2022 where 
she received two nice scores of 195 
and 198 in the Novice class. She 
also earned her SCN in 2022. 
Saga was diagnosed with a heart 
condition called PDA last summer 
and had heart surgery in October. 
After a long period of not running 
and jumping she was cleared to 
play frisbee again. 
We entered  a Frisbee Skyhoundz 
World Championship Qualifier 
January 2nd of this year.  Little 
Saga placed first in Freestyle and 
first in DA (Distance and Accuracy), 
beating 2022 Frisbee World 
Champion Jack Fahle and two of his 
dogs. 
Saga and I will be going to the 
Skyhoundz Classic World 
Championship  in Chattanooga this 
fall 
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MEET OUR NEW PROVISIONAL MEMBER 

 

Diane Brush 
 
Love to spend my extra time 
doing fun things with my dog 
Beau like obedience, 
conformation shows, drafting. 
Spending time on the beach as 
well. 
Married to wonderful hubby Joel 
of 32 years and have 2 beautiful 
(adult) girls Kristiana and Becca 

 

 

 

 

   

Gate key is being changed on 
Feb 17.   
 
Your dues need to be up to date 
to get a key. 
 
Please fill out the forms and 
follow the instructions.  Any 
questions contact Ginny 
Ruskuski 
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Membership dues for the year 2023 were expected by December 31, 2022.   

 

We will accept payment by cash, check, Zelle and PayPal.  There is a membership form 

is required for our records to ensure we have the current information, and you agree to the 

current policies of our club. Be sure to fill out an original with your signature and either drop 

it off at the club or mail the original to Colleen Whalen.   Photos and scans of the form are 

not acceptable.  

 

If you decide to drop off the form and payment at the dog club, let Colleen know.  Be sure 

to  place it inside the clubhouse with Colleen’s name on the envelope. 

   Colleen Whalen 
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UPCOMING FLORIDA TRIALS 
 

February 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

17=19 RLY,O Lakeland Winter Haven 
Kennel Club 

Lakeland Feb 1 Dr. NE Noonan, L Currey, J 
Kern, R Cox, LM Unger 

19 RLY, O Tallahassee Dog Obed Club Tallahassee Feb 08 R Hornfisher, SD 
Heminger, L Pinnell 

20 O, RLY Ochlockonee River Kennel 
Cl 

Tallahassee Feb 08 R Hornfisher, SD 
Heminger, L Pinnell 

21 RLY, O Okaloosa Kennel Club Tallahassee Feb 02 ENA, L Pinnell, R 
Hornfisher, ENA 

25 RLY Dog Training Club St Petersburg Feb 10 K Kincaid 

25-26 O, RLY Indian River Dog Training 
Club 

Palm Bay Feb 8,10 L. Seeley, RE Seeley, AP 
Kincaid 

 

March 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

04-05 RLY,O Pensacola Dog Fanciers Assoc Pensacola Feb 15 ENA, C Metts 

04 RLY, O Greater Ocala Dog Club Inc Ocala Feb 15 PPP, AP Kincaid, K Kincaid 

18-19 O Jupiter-Tequesta Dog Club In Jupiter Mar 01 L Seeley 

25-26 O Central Florida Obedience 
Dog Club 

Orlando Mar 08 RH Knight, CA Knight, NJ 
Watson 

 

April 2023 
Date Event Club City Closing Judges 

01-02 O Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando Mar 15 S Sherman, JM Charest, R 
Cox, CA Boyles 

04-05 RLY, O Mini Pinscher Club of Amer Orlando Mar 15 DP Neufeld 

08-09 RLY,O Greater Orange Park Dog Elkton Mar 22 CA Klein, L Pinnell 

08-09 RLY,O Dog Training Club of Tampa Tampa Mar 31 ENA 

28 O,RLY Everglades Golden 
Retriever 

W Palm Bch Apr 12 TBA 

29-30 RLY Obedience Training Club Lake Park  Apr 12 BJ Crim Critelli, J Rogers 

29-30 O, Imperial Polk Obed Club Lakeland Apr 12 PPP, RH Knight, CA Knight 
 

RLY (Rally), O (Obedience), PO (preferred Obedience), NA (Not yet Approved, TBA (To Be Announced) 

RLY (Rally); O (Obedience); ENA (event not approved), P (pended), PJA (pending judge approval), PPP 

(Pending Panel Processing) 
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K9 Club Events Calendar for February 
 

    

Monday 
1:15 
3:30 pm 
6 pm 
 
7:15 pm 

 
Obed & Rally Skills (6,13,20) 
Obed & Rally Skills (6,13,20) 
STAR Puppy (6,13,20) 
Rally Advanced (6,13,20) 
Advanced Puppy  (6,13,20) 

Friday 
9:30 AM 
 
11:15 AM 

 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills 
(3,10,17,24) 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills 
(3,10,17,24) 
 

    

Tuesday 
6 PM 
 
6 PM 
6:30 PM 
 
7:15 PM 

 
First Tue of the Month – Guide 
Dogs of Northeast Florida 
STAR Puppy (7,14) 
Continuing Nose Work 
(7,14,21,28) 
Family Dog (7,14) 

Saturday:  
10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
11:35 AM 
 

 
Family Dog (4, 11, 18) 
Family Dog (4, 11, 18) 
Adv Obed & Rally Skills 
(4,11,18,25) 
 

    

Wednesday 
8 -10 AM 
2:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
 
7:00 PM 

 
Obedience folks train together 
Trick Dog (1,8,15,22) 
Advanced Puppy 2 (1,8,15,22) 
Competition nose work off 
campus (1,8,15,22) 
Conformation Drop In’s 

Sunday 
8-10 AM 
 

 
Obedience folks meet to train 
 

   

Thursday 
9:30am 
6:30pm 
2nd Thurs  

 
STAR Puppy(2,9,16,23) 
Intro to Nosework (2,9,16,23) 
K9 Board of Governors Meeting 

 

Please check the K-9 web calendar for any last-minute updates 

 

Dates to 
Remember 
at the K9 Club  

Feb 2   Ground Hog Day 
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day 
Feb 17 Key Change Day 
Feb 25 Nose Work Demo 

Feb 9:  Board Meeting 
Feb 16: General Meeting + Seminar 
Feb 20  President’s Day 
Feb 26 Show n Go 
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K9 Webpage 
Alison Nelson watches over the K9 Website 
(excluding the calendar).   
For questions or comments related to the 
K9 Web pages please contact Alison at 
anelsonphs@yahoo.com.  Thanks to Alison 
for updating the website. 

Membership Committee 
Any membership questions can be sent to 
Coleen Whalen (K9Whalen@comcast.net) 

K9 Website Calendar 
Colleen Whalen updates the Calendar on the K9 
Website. For issues or additions related to the 
calendar please contact Colleen at 
K9Whalen@comcast.net. 
Thanks to Colleen for keeping this updated. 

Sunshine Committee 
Sheila Garbecki oversees the “Sunshine 
Committee”.  If you know of a member in 
need of “cheering up” or “well wishes” 
from the club, please contact Sheila at 
sbgarb1@yahoo.com.   
Thanks to Shelia for volunteering to serve 
on this committee. 

Facebook Page 
Amy Wiley and Ginny Ruskuski co-
administrate the Facebook Page. For issues 
or additions related to the calendar please 
email Amy makumshine@bellsouth.net or 
Ginny Ruskuski5030@att.net. 

New Program Committee  Deb 

Hardman and Colleen Whalen are our program 
committee.   
If you have suggestions for speakers or topics, 
please email them to Deb 
(debhardman1@comcast.net) or Colleen 
(K9Whalen@comcast.net). 

 

 

Nature’s Miracle 

Clean Sheets 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR DEADLINE: 

Please email any material you would like 
included in the Newsletter to 
petersonchris7@hotmail.com. If not 
received by the 25th of this month it will be 
included in the next issue. 
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