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K9's wrapping up as we head into rainy season!
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President’s Letter
Your vote is very important for two significant
reasons. We have a building that is old and
failing and is in serious condition. We need
board members that are qualified and
motivated to direct the club towards a long-
term solution.
Our 501c3 is ready to be submitted, making us
a non-profit organization that is granted tax-
exempt status by the IRS if it is approved. This
allows donations to the club that are tax-
exempt that will fund whatever solution for
the club that the board determines. The board
will be actively exploring and pursuing donors
and the best means to invest in the future of
K-9.
Mark your calendar now for June 19th at 7:00
p.m.
A light dessert will be served.

See you there,
Deb Hardman, President

The hot weather is upon us, and things are
really slowing down at the club. I spent the
past two days getting some repairs made to
the fans and lights and cleaning/organizing the
clubhouse.
We have an election at our Annual
Membership Meeting June 19th. This is the
first year I can remember that we have four
members running for three board positions.
We will have a secret ballot voting procedure,
and there is no proxy voting allowed according
to our bylaws. All votes must be cast in person.
Voting will begin at 5:30 p.m., and the general
meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. We will allow
voting until the time the votes are counted. Be
sure to check out the brief bio in this
newsletter of each candidate we will be
voting on.

6 / 2 5 Newsletter deadline 6 / 1 9 Voting @ 5:30
General Meeting @ 7pm
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Congratulations to our recent STAR puppy graduates! These pups are continuing to do great work in Advanced 1.

Training Director’s Report
As we head into the summer, classes at the club are on hold. We will resume a full schedule in the fall
so be sure to keep an eye on the website and Facebook group for class postings toward the end of the
summer.

While we take a break from in person classes at the club, it is never a bad idea to look at other options
to continue training at home. Fenzi Dog Sports Academy offers a wide variety of online classes for any
level of training. I know I enjoy a lot of the classes offered here with my dogs!

If you have any specific classes you’d like to see on the schedule, or have any interest in being a class
assistant or instructor, send me an email: whoanellietraining@gmail.com

Enjoy your summer break and stay cool!

OCOD Scentwork Trial April 26/27, 2025. Tugg came home with two
Titles. One in Novice Exteriors. One in in combines Novice. One first
place, three seconds and a third place and eight qualifying ribbons.

Barks & Brags
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Trial Report 
The May 3 & 4, 2025 trial weekend was a great success! K-9
continues to prove that its members are ready and willing to
volunteer time, effort and money to make the event a
worthwhile experience.

These are chair people of the major committees who deserve
credit for the success:

Ribbon & Awards--Debbie Gilman and her assistant Christine
Peterson-Debbie's careful planning throughout the year and
organization during both days of the trials kept everything
running smoothly. Whether ordering and sorting the ribbons
and awards or delivering them to the rings at the end of each
class, Debbie with Christine's help handled it all without a hitch.

Chief Steward--Cheryl Loze manages to find super stewards that
always deliver for K-9. We hear from judges after every trial how
great K-9 volunteers are to work with. Both days, Cheryl
oversees the stewards and pitches in as needed to keep
everyone on target. This year it was challenging to find enough
stewards because nearly 10 people who usually steward were
competing, which is a natural progression for club members
growing into rally and obedience.

Hospitality—Megan Richards served snacks and lunch both days
of the trial to grateful volunteers. She makes sure there is
plenty of delicious food and the many donations added to the
bounty.

Gift Baskets-Ginny Ruskuski collects wonderful items and
creates lovely baskets to add a truly special element to the trial.
To see the tables laden with these baskets is a sight in itself.

Award cash donations—Deb Hardman does an amazing job of
getting donations for cash awards. Her effort on K-9's behalf
help the club offer these awards to top competitors.

Facility at Daytona—Ralph and Maria Orlando with Nancy Miles
from the Daytona Club prepared the rings for the all the
classes-measuring, lining up gates and equipment, taping crate
spaces. In the wee hours of the morning, Ralph also marks
parking for judges and the trial secretary. Ralph and several K-9
volunteers stay after on Sunday to clean up and ensure K-9 gets
the cleaning deposit returned.

K-9 Treasurer—Robin Wallen keeps up with lots of moving parts
for a trial weekend. Starting with the
set up costs to AKC and ending with the closing costs to AKC,
there are numerous expenses and income in between that
must be tracked and reported over the months before and
following the trial. Robin's dedication to the task of all this
record keeping is essential to K-9's fiscal health.

I thank these chair people and all the members who assisted
them for their dedication and help during the trial! K-9 could
not hold the trials without the support of so many. I hope all
members who have any interest in supporting the club will step
up for the next trials in October! Come see what fun rally and
obedience are and join in this awesome event!

Alison Nelson, Trial Chair

Awards chairperson Debbie Gilman is ready for action in Rally and Obedience rings at Daytona Beach training center for K-9 spring trials. Debbie and Christine Peterson are
greatly appreciated for the many hours volunteered on awards for the trial!
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CHRISTINE PETERSON

K-9 member since 2021
K-9 Board Member since 2022
K-9 Activities: Wrote 501c3 (nonprofit
organization status for K-9) application that is
completed for submission, Newsletter editor 2
1/2 years, Enrollment Secretary for all K-9
classes 2 1/2 years, Steward at K-9 Obedience
and Rally trials in Daytona 2 years,
Awards/Ribbons committee since July 2024,
Reviewed and Updated K-9 Policy documents
2024-present, Revised K-9 Constitution and
Bylaws and organized the membership vote to
pass the required changes to update our
documents, Worked with K-9 Treasurer to
improve financial reporting related to 501c3
application
Active with other boards/organizations:
Treasurer of Jacksonville Orchid Society,
Member of St. Augustine Orchid Society,
Member of Ancient City Game Fishing
Association, Whitelock Farms Equestrian
Committee
Strengths: Excellent project management,
computer and writing skills
Commitment to be an active board member:
Will support K-9 in any way needed

JULI WILKISON

K-9 member on and off for roughly 10 years
Current Board Member past 2 years
K-9 Activities: Presenter at several general
meetings, helped with grounds and
housekeeping, volunteered at multiple club
events, instructor
Active with other boards and clubs:
National Association of Search and Rescue, First
Response Search Team, National Association of
Veterinary Technicians of America
Strengths: Love working with new members and
new dog/handler teams, building confidence and
skills with students, communication, educated in
dog and human behavior, strong sense of team,
work hard to help the club succeed, diverse skill
set that can assist with various needs of the club
Commitment to be an active board member:
More than willing to continue to be an active
board member and maintain commitment to K9

JACQUELYN NEWLANDS

K-9 member since 2024
Not a K-9 Board Member
K-9 Activities: Assistant instructor to Star Puppy,
Family Dog, Beginner Novice, Advanced Rally,
Engagement classes 2024-2025, Steward at our
Daytona trial 2024-2025,
Served on the nominating committee 2025,
Educational ambassador at Barkfest and
Scottish Highland Games 2024-2-25
Active with other boards/organizations: Greater
Tampa Bay Collie Club, Jacksonville Collie Club
Strengths: Passion for teaching and learning,
planning, organizing large events, business
planning, budget management, building
relationships. Currently in a dog trainer
certification program.
Commitment to be an active board member:
Willing to commit both time and energy to K-9

SHEILA GARBECKI

K-9 member 14 years
Current Board Member past 5 or 6 years
K-9 Activities: Instructor of Rally, Ribbon
Committee, Sunshine Committee
Active with other boards and clubs: Yes
Strengths: A people person
Commitment to be an active board member: yes

Voting starts
at 5:30pm
Meeting
from 7-8pm

Meet the
Candidates!
Get to know the
candidates for
our June 19
election to the
Board of
Governors

th

K9 Annual Membership Meeting
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Beth and Cinge CH Aegean Robel Firestorm CD PCD BN RE
DCAT THD CGCA CGCU STR TKA ATT

Beth became interested in becoming a HOPE
team after learning about its mission during a
therapy dog visit to Kings Bay Naval Base with the
USO last year. The opportunity to provide
comfort and encouragement to people affected
by crises and disasters resonated with Beth and
she believed Cinge had the temperament to do
this work. Beth did the homework to learn more
about the organization and to prepare herself
and Cinge for this opportunity. To become a
HOPE team, Beth and Cinge completed an
extensive application and screening process,
resulting in their being invited to the annual April
workshop to complete their specialized training
and certification. The nature of animal-assisted
crisis response work requires this team be on-call
at all times and allows Cinge, while doing this
work, to be recognized as a certified working dog.

In April, K-9 Obedience Club member Beth
Mercier and her Portuguese Water Dog, Cinge,
completed the requirements to be certified as a
HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response Team.
HOPE Animal-Assisted Crisis Response (HOPE)
deploys approximately 300 highly trained crisis-
response working dogs and their handlers to help
those in need. As members of this 501(c)(3) non-
profit, these international volunteer teams weave
threads of comfort and support in the immediate
aftermath of crises and disasters. Facing a wide
array of emotions, these canine-handler teams
and team leaders are specially trained and
trusted to remain calm amid chaos. As a member
of National Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster (NVOAD.org), each year HOPE
teams are deployed to hundreds of locations.
Standing alongside survivors, first responders,
National VOAD partners, and others is truly an
honor. HOPE teams have recently been deployed
by partnering agencies such as the American Red
Cross, victims' assistance centers, FEMA, law
enforcement, and other groups in response to
the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, the
Mississippi/Georgia/Alabama tornadoes,
Kentucky flooding, mass shootings, and support
following the plane crash in Washington D.C.
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K9 Class Calendar for June

Click to check the

K9 web calendar

for last minute

updates

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

7:15-8:15pm Conformation Drop-in

6:00-7:00pm Advanced Puppy 1
7:15-8:15pm CGC

6:30-7:30pm Advanced Rally

6:00-7:00pm STAR Puppy
7:15-8:15pm Advanced Rally

https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.k9obedienceclub.org/calendar.html
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Upcoming Florida Trials

Date Event Club City Closing Judges

6/1 RLY, O Tallahassee Dog Obedience Club Tallahassee 5/14 L Pinnell, N Grimm

6/7-6/8 O Obedience Club of Palm Beach Lake Park 5/21 DP Neufeld

6/14-
6/15 RLY Dog Obedience Club of Lee

County N Fort Myers 6/4 BJ Crim Critelli, M Becker

6/14-
6/15 RLY Marion Alachua Dog Training Ocala 5/28 J Rogers, L Pinnell

6/13-
6/15 SCWK St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers

Association Tampa 6/13 WA Hudson, JM Leitzsch, T Johnson

6/21-
6/22 SCWK Scent Work Club of Ocala Inc. Bushnell 6/6 WA Hudson, E Jernigan, MJ Jones

6/21-
6/22 O Imperial Polk Obedience Club Lakeland 6/4 LM Unger, CA Klein, DP Neufeld



Date Event Club City Closing Judges

7/5-7/6 RLY Imperial Polk Obedience Club Lakeland 6/18 B J Crim Critelli, NE Noonan

7/11-
7/13 RLY, O Obedience Club of Daytona Daytona Beach 6/25 L PInnell, C Mett-Trumbly, K Kincaid

7/19-
7/20 O Dog Obedience Club of Lee

County N Fort Myers 7/9 NE Noonan, L Seeley

7/19-
7/20 O, RLY Upper Suncoast Dog Training Clearwater 7/2 NJ Watson, BJ Crim Critelli

7/19-
7/20 RLY Obedience Training Club of

Palm Beach County Lake Park 7/2 CA Klein, CA Boyles

7/19-
7/20 SCWK Imperial Polk Obedience Club Lakeland 7/2 JM Leitzsch

7/22-
7/23 SCWK Sonlight Agility Club Brooksville 7/17 BC McDonald, WA Hudson

7/25-
7/27 SCWK Dog-on-it Agility Club Daytona Beach 7/11 WA Hudson, LM Bara-Weaver

7/26-
7/27 O Indian River Dog Training Club Palm Bay 7/9 PP Barras, TG McCall

7/26-
7/27 O Dog Training Club of Tampa Tampa 7/11 K Kincaid, AP Kincaid

July 2025
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Upcoming Florida Trials



Date Event Club City Closing Judges

8/2-8-3 RLY Dog Training Club of Tampa Tampa 7/16 CA Boyles, DP Neufeld

8/8-
8/10 RLY, O Mid-Florida Golden Retriever

Club Orlando 7/23 L Pinnell, K Kincaid, AP Kincaid

8/9-
8/10 SCWK Indian River Dog Training Club Palm Bay 7/30 WA Hudson, LM Bara-Weaver

8/15-
8/16 RLY Mid-Florida Dalmation Club Ocala 7/30 BJ Crim Critelli

8/16-
8/17 O Sarasota Obedience Training

Club Myakka City 8/6 O Chever Jr.

8/23-
8/24 RLY, O Dog Training Club of St.

Petersburg St. Petersburg 8/15 N Grimm, R Capsel

8/30-
8/31 RLY, O Dog Training Club of St.

Petersburg St. Petersburg 7/23 R Cox, C Pratt, C Mett-Trumbly

August 2025

RLY (rally), O (obedience), PO (preferred obedience), NA (not yet approved), TBA (to be announced), ENA (event not approved), P
(pended), PJA (pending judge approval), PPP (pending panel processing)

 p10

Upcoming Florida Trials

This good pup
will take you to
the official AKC
event calendar!

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search
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Sunshine Membership 

Building & Grounds

K9 Web Calendar

Program Committee

K9 Webpage

Facebook

Wishlist

Newsletter 

Any membership questions can
be sent to Stacy Payne
k9spayne@gmail.com

If you see something that needs
cleaning or repairing, please email

Ben Bond 
 benbbond@yahoo.com

Olivia Sayer updates the calendar on
the K9 website. For issues or

additions related to the calendar,
please email 

rallyhoo@icloud.com

If you have suggestions for speakers,
contact Colleen Whalen at
K9Whalen@comcast.net 

or Deb Hardman at
debhardman1@comcast.net

For questions or comments
related to the K9 web pages,

please contact Alison Nelson at
anelsonphs@yahoo.com

Sheila Garbecki oversees the “Sunshine
Committee.” If you know of a member in
need of cheering up or well wishes from

the club, email sbgarb1@yahoo.com

Janice Butler, Deb Hardman, and
Juli Wilkison administrate the
Facebook page. For issues or

additions related to Facebook, email
Janice, Deb or Juli

Email material to include in the newsletter
to amee763@hotmail.com with the

subject “Newsletter” by the 25th of this
month. If not received by the 25th, it’ll be

included in the next issue. 

Contact Us


