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President’s Letter

September promises that cooler weather is
coming! | can’t wait to get back to training at
the club. We have so many great classes
offered thanks to Sam and our wonderful
instructors, and they are filling up quickly.

Alison has our October 4th,and 5th trial in
Daytona set. There is still time to enter Rally or
Obedience. Our General Meeting for August
was moved to September. We hope you will
sign up to volunteer as a steward at our trial
while you are at the meeting. We need your
help, and this is a way to give back to K9 AND
get your volunteer hours. If you're not able to
steward, please consider bringing donations to
the meeting! We could use toilet paper, and
paper towels for the trial and cash/check to
help defray a osts.

We will have our Annual Holiday Cover Dish
Supper December 18th following our General
Meeting.

Lots starting to happen at K9, so come on out
and join in the fun.

Deb Hardman

DON'T FORGET
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Training Director’s Report

Hi all! K-9 will also be hosting a table at Diamond D

Ranch for their Dog Fest on October 11 & 12.
Fall classes are open for registration and filling ~ We will be exhibitors and | need a few
quickly!! Don't miss out on signing up - volunteers with bomb-proof dogs who can
registration closes 2 days prior to the start show off their skills in front of a crowd! | am
date. Make sure to check K-9's website for the  still waiting to hear what they need us to
class schedule and sign up information and be  demo, but it will likely be Rally, Nosework, or
sure to share our classes with your friends and  CGC skills. If you have a dog who is a

neighbors! rockstar in any of those areas, email me and
I'll add you to my volunteer list. It will be a

As we get into fall, it is also time to prep for fun weekend showing off our dogs and

our FastCAT events! | still have a couple open chatting to the public about what K-9 can

volunteer spots - send me an email if you'd like  offer them!
to volunteer at one of the events below:
As always reach out with any class requests,
October 4, 5pm-10pm if you'd like to assist a class, or if you have
October 17, 5pm-10pm anything else class related to share
October 19, 7am-2pm
November 9, 7am-2pm Sam (whoanellietraining@gmail.com)



Building & Grounds Report

Clean up day. Saturday Sep 6 (9 to noon):

As a reminder, we are scheduling a clean up day to get ready for fall classes. | would like to get the
chairs, and fences power-washed, and get the leaves out from under the kennels. Anything else would

be great too.

Barkfest

This is a call for some volunteers and donations!

K9 is scheduled to attend the Jacksonville BarkFest
on Sunday, September 14th. The event is 10am to
3pm at the Riverside Arts Market under the Fuller
Warren bridge. We'll need help from 9am until 4pm
to help with set up and take down.

We had a lot of fun with this last year and met SO
MANY PEOPLE. We will be promoting all the fun
classes and our community. You will be talking to a
lot of people, meeting some awesome dogs, and
enjoying time with other club members.

As for donations, we like to give away dog treats,
any kind of small, pet related things that kids or
adults may like, and literature about K9. Last year |
made homemade treats to give away and | plan on
making some this year, but we can always use more
treats.

You can volunteer either for the morning shift from
9 to 12:30, the afternoon shift from 12:30 to 4. Or
both. You are welcome to bring your well behaved,
bomb proof dog. This is a chaotic event with lots of
people and kids who aren't always dog savvy, so
only very social, friendly dogs please. I'll have Raisin
with me for this event. There is the possibility of
doing demo's with our dogs in obedience, behavior
work, rally, and/or nosework.

Contact me, Juli Wilkison (dakoiah@gmail.com), if
you want to volunteer!!

/'/é
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Trial Report

K-9 Members,

Planning for the October 4 & 5 Rally and
Obedience trials in Daytona Beach is in full
force! Committees are preparing the details
for a wonderful weekend. Bring your dog's
cutest collar--Angela Maddux will have a
photo op set up. Plan to watch the action--
Members can contact Chief Steward Cheryl
Loze to steward at cloze64@gmail.com
Members earn hours toward the 8 hour
annual volunteer requirement, and this
October a special incentive is also offered.
Members that volunteer for one full day of
the trial have their choice of a coupon for
$30.00 toward a K-9 class or trial entry fee,
and members that volunteer for two full days
of the trial have their choice of a coupon for
$60.00 toward a K-9 class and/or trial entry.
Members who would like to donate a snack or
beverage can contact Hospitality Chair Megan
Richards at jukeboxratterriersfl@gmail,com
Any members at the Sunday trial are
encouraged to stay and help with the clean up
which usually takes 45 minutes. If you would
like to donate supplies to the trial, bring them
to the September 18 General Meeting-- we
can use paper towels, toilet paper, garbage
bags, and packs of bottled water. As always,
any member help and support for the trial is
always welcome and if you want to help out,
please let me know anelsonphs@yahoo.com

Barks & Brags



Foundations - What are they and why are they important for both ends

of the leash?

Everyone groans when they're asked to “revisit the
foundations,” but they are key to mastering any field including
dog training. Like building a house, we build our dogs’ skills by
layering our training in which each layer is only as strong as the
previous layer. As we increase difficulty, skills can fall apart as a
result of gaps in their fundamental education and
understanding. As educators to our dogs, their progress relies
on OUR understanding of the foundations. Skipping over
“boring basics” does both ends a disservice and we can end up
with a house built more like Jenga! In preparation for fall classes
lets brush up and fill some gaps in our foundations!

Meeting needs: This first layer may seem obvious, but it's often
overlooked because of it! As dog enthusiasts, we go above and
beyond to ensure they get exercise, enrichment, and the best
health regimes. It's easy to assume needs have been met
because we did all the “things,” but we still need to remember
to regularly check in with our dogs and pay attention to subtle
signs that something's off. Can you read your dog's body
language? What does a normal baseline look like? What slight
changes indicate discomfort whether it's physical or emotional?
Is the current mental state appropriate for the activity you have
in mind? Just like with people, we can't expect performance
when a dog's feeling off.

Mechanics: No matter how experienced you are, we can always
strengthen our mechanics. This is how we communicate with
our dogs in training and the clearer it is, the faster training
progresses. Clarity is reinforcing and builds confidence, but it's
more than just mark and feed. You must know what your mark
means, timing, what you'll be reinforcing, how you'll reinforce,
how the dog should interact with the reinforcer (take food from
your hand, chase, catch?), when to use each reinforcement
method, and where you'll reinforce all while being consistent
and preventing extraneous cues from blurring your mark.

Training system: Now that you've got your mechanics down, it's
time to teach the dog HOW you'll train and the methods you'll
use. Do you plan to lure, shape, capture, or target in your
training future? Teach the dog how these methods work and
how to think. Does your dog know how to interact with your
reinforcers the way you intend? Even if you think it should be
obvious to the dog, like luring, train it! Ensure they understand
what your communication means.

Engagement: Just because a dog is looking at you does not
mean they're engaged. Have you ever looked at someone while
they're talking only to realize you didn't listen to anything they
said? To me, engagement is a dog joyfully choosing you and
your game over the environment. This requires a combination
of meeting needs, observation, body language, clarity, and
relationship.

Fluency: Part 1 to a fluent skill includes precision, latency, and
speed. Once it CONSISTENTLY looks the way you intend, move
onto part 2, the 3 Ds: duration, distance, and distractions. Don't
worry about messiness especially with complex skills. Break it
down into pieces and progressively move towards the final
picture over time. Remember, when you increase difficulty, your
dog is now re-learning so help your dog understand!

Maintenance: Congratulations, your dog mastered the skill!
You're done...right? Unfortunately, all skills eventually degrade
on both ends of the leash. Fix training gaps using the splits
previously taught in your “fluency layer.” Revisit the skill how it
was originally taught as a refresher and confidence builder.

Help: We all get stuck and could use help throughout the
training process. Help yourself by tracking your progress - write
it, video it, and review it. Is it getting better, worse or the same?
If it's getting worse, change something or stop, take a break,
and tweak the plan. Or even more fun, collaborate! Grab a
member, or sign up for K9 classes to get a fresh pair of eyes on
the situation!

Good luck and happy training! - Amy

Maintenance

Fluency

Engagement

Training System

Mechanics

Meeting Needs



K9 Class Calendar for September

Monday

5:00-6:00pm Tricks
6:15-7:15pm Master Rally
6:15-7:15pm Advanced Puppy 1
7:30-8:30pm Beginner Rally

Friday

Tuesday

6:00-7:00pm STAR Puppy
6:30-7:30pm Novice Obedience
7:15-8:15pm Advanced Rally

Saturday

9:00-10:00am Family Dog
10:30-11:30am Family Dog
9:00-10:00am Precision Heeling
12:00-1:00pm Engagement Games
2:00-3:00pm Intro to Nosework Level 1
3:30-4:30pm Intro to Nosework Level 2

Wednesday

10:00-11:00am Advanced Rally
6:00-7:00pm STAR Puppy
6:00-7:00pm CGC

7:15-8:15pm Advanced Puppy 2
7:15-8:15pm Conformation Drop-in

Sunday

1:00-2:00pm Level 3 Intro to Odor
2:15-3:15pm Level 4 Continuing Nosework

Thursday

6:00-7:0pm Continuing Nosework

=

Click to check the

K9 web calendar

for last minute

updates
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Date

9/1

9/6-9/7

9/6-9/7

9/12-
9/14

9/13-
9/14

9/19-
9/21

9/20-
9/21

9/27-
9/28

Upcoming Florida Trials

September 2025
Event Club City Closing  Judges
RLY,0 | Pmpe Bay frsa shetland St. Petersburg | 8/22 MW Swindell
RLY Indian River Dog Training Club | Palm Bay 8/20 N Grimm, CA Boyles
SCWK ng%%st b9 gl Elul of M Lady Lake 8/31 E Jernigan
SCWK Obedience Club of Daytona Daytona Beach | 8/22 WA Hudson, LM Bara-Weaver
RLY Imperial Polk Obedience Club Lakeland 8/27 J Rogers, L Mills
RLY Marion Alachua Dog Training Ocala 9/3 B Hornfisher, R Hornfisher
0] Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando 9/3 J Kern, CM Maurer, D Maurer
RLY Orlando Dog Training Club Orlando 9/10 N Heidt, DP Neufeld



Date

10/3-
10/5

10/4-
10/5

10/4-
10/5

10/10-
10/12

10/11-
10/12

10/17-
10/19

10/17-
10/18

10/18-
10/19

10/18-
10/19

10/20

10/22

10/24-
10/26

10/25-
10/26

10/25/
10/26

10/28-
10/29

10/31

Upcoming Florida Trials

October 2025

Event Club City Closing  Judges
SCWK Sarasota Obedience Club Myakka City 9/19 N Duberow

K9 Obedience Club of :
RLY, O Jacksonville Daytona Beach |9/17 Nancy Heidt, L PInnell, BL Roland, NE Noonan
RLY E(Stge;rsrta)mgg Club of St. St. Petersburg | 9/26 DM Chorney, M Simpson
SCWK Dog-On-It Agility Club Lady Lake 9/26 E Jernigan
RLY Eggn%'?e‘j‘ence Clubjof Lee N Fort Myers | 10/1 M Becker, N Heidt
SCWK Scent Work Club of Brevard Cocoa 10/3 JM Leitzsch, N Duberow, CE Happel
RLY Sarasota Obedience Club Myakka City 10/1 M Becker
O Lrglggl;iggPolk Obedience Club of Lakeland 10/1 RE Seeley, E Beasley, L Seeley
@] Jupiter-Tequesta Dog Club Jupiter 10/1 O CheverJr.

Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of
0] the United States Ocala 9/10 NJ Watson, M Becker
0] American Chesapeake Club Ocala 10/3 M Becker, NJ Watson

Dog Obedience Club of Lee
SCWK County Fort Myers 10/10 WA Hudson

Greater Panama City Dog : i
SCWK B Aa el Panama City 10/15 C Roberts, LM Bara-Weaver
RLY Brevard County Dog Training Orlando 10/8 K Kincaid, AP Kincaid
SCWK %?Qg Q\Eiﬁ‘gi“ty Club of Brooksville 10/21 WA Hudson, T Johnson
0] Marion Alachua Dog Training Ocala 10/15 NJ Watson




Upcoming Florida Trials

November 2025
Date Event Club City Closing  Judges
Hg @] Marion Alachua Dog Training Ocala 10/15 NJ Watson, DP Neufeld
18- scwk  Greater PortCharlotte Agility  pynta Gorda | 10727 WA Hudson, JM Leitzsch
18 Ry Indian River Dog Training Club  Palm Bay 10/22 | CAKlein, N Heidt

Hﬂ 8 SCWK Doberman Pinscher Club of FL Punta Gorda 10/27 WA Hudson, SJ Cowell

W o gmnoborenaes  ome  om  ow

g R Eg)lﬁ‘]jiggacce&%iﬂm% Club of Lake Park 10/29 | BJ Crim Critelli, Dr. NE Noonan

Hﬂ g RLY, O | Greater Ocala Dog Club Inc. Ocala 10/29 TBA

11718 scwk E%g%?u%ay German Shepherd g ksville 11/11 LM Rieves, T Johnson, WA Hudson
11721 scwk EgtgerTsrgH}ig”g Club of St. St. Petersburg | 11/7 WA Hudson, BC McDonald

Hg% SCWK %?ﬁﬁé‘gth{;%iSmf; Club of Lake Park 11/5 M Hohmann, CE Happel, JK McPartland

RLY (rally), O (obedience), SCWK (scentwork), PO (preferred obedience), NA (not yet approved), TBA (to be announced), ENA (event
not approved), P (pended), PJA (pending judge approval), PPP (pending panel processing) /
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=] This good pup
will take you to
the official AKC
_event calendar!
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Contact Us

Membership

Any membership questions can
be sent to Stacy Payne
k9spayne@gmail.com

Building & Grounds

If you see something that needs
cleaning or repairing, please email
Ben Bond
benbbond@yahoo.com

K9 Web Calendar

Megan Hoeppner updates the
calendar on the K9 website. For issues
or additions related to the calendar,
please email
hoeppner.megan@gmail.com

Program Committee

If you have suggestions for speakers,
contact Sheila Garbecki at
shgarb1@yahoo.com
or Deb Hardman at
debhardmani@comcast.net

K9 Webpage

For questions or comments
related to the K9 web pages,
please contact Alison Nelson at
anelsonphs@yahoo.com

Sunshine

TBD oversees the “Sunshine
Committee.” If you know of a member in
need of cheering up or well wishes from

the club, email TBD

Facebook

Deb Hardman, and Juli Wilkison
administrate the Facebook page. For
issues or additions related to
Facebook, email Deb or Juli

Wishlist

Newsletter

Email material to include in the newsletter
to amee763@hotmail.com with the
subject “Newsletter” by the 25th of this

month. If not received by the 25th, it'll be
included in the next issue.



